
 

Carrboro Arts Committee Minutes 9-12-16 
Time: 6:00pm Location: Century Center Conference Room 1 

 
 
Type of Meeting: Regular Meeting 
 
Members Present:  Dan Mayer, Dan Cefalo, Art Menius, Rah Trost, Jay Parker, Eva Weber, 
Christine Abernathy. 

Members Absent:  Jacquelyn Gist, Mary Norkus , Christine Abernathy, Beven Ramsey,  

Meeting Facilitator: Art Menius 

Invitees: Michael Brown and Michael Adamson, Erica Furey, Timothy McNair 
 
Guest attendee: Langston Harris, Amanda Newton, Becky Treelog (UNC MPA students) 
 
 
 

Agenda Items 
 
 
 

   Approval August 2016 meeting minutes- Approved 
 
 Mural Project- Michael Adamson, Michael Brown. Reported the mural on 

Jones Ferry was completed in July. They also presented idea to committee 
for Phase 2 mural project. This was the information they presented: 
 
The 4 images were presented to the committee at your September 12 
meeting.  These are muralist Michael Brown's suggestions for Phase 2 of the 
Carrboro Mural Project. Phase 2 will be painted on the next linear section of the 
NCDOT retaining wall at the intersection of NC 54 and Jones Ferry Rd.... the 
section of wall with a grassy lawn in front of it.  
 
We would like to have an official letter of recommendation from the 
Arts  Committee that would allow us to proceed to the Carrboro Board of 
Aldermen. This could be sent as an email attachment and signed by the Chair of 
the Arts Committee.  If there is a clear consensus in the Committee as to your 
preferred image, please let us know with a statement of recommendation for 
that image.  If there is no consensus but rather a preference for two of the 
images, please rank those two and give us authority to present to the Board of 
Aldermen the image that, in our judgment, is more feasible in terms of difficulty 
and available funding.  If it is possible for us to receive your recommendation 
prior to the next scheduled meeting of the Arts Committee, we would be 
grateful for that since it would expedite the process of getting on the Board of 
Aldermen agenda. 

 Both Michael Adamson and Michael Brown would be happy to answer 
questions from Arts Committee members regarding the art itself or the 
process being followed.  Please direct your questions to Michael Adamson 



(abrightcoldday@gmail.com).  Answers will be sent to Rah Trost for 
dissemination back to all members of the Committee. 

 The following descriptions refer to the attached images in order of attachment: 
  

1. Morgan Creek- This image is Michael Brown's favorite and the one he would 
most like to make into a mural. It represents nearby Morgan Creek in Carrboro 
and is based on an earlier painting that Michael Brown made of the creek 
several years ago. The image is beautiful in itself,composed of calm colors. It is 
semi-realistic, having a high degree of abstraction while still recognizable as 
water flowing downhill, toward the right as the wall slopes down to the right. 
There is a division into many interesting sub-shapes. I have noticed that Michael 
Brown applies multiple senses to his art.  In this case, he says about the Morgan 
Creek image, "It gurgles." 
 
The image contains an ecological message about the importance of water and at 
the same time a calming message inducing relaxation in the viewer. This image 
can be viewed both from a passing car and from a closer stationary position  
(i.e. it scales). For this reason, the Morgan Creek image would be suitable if we 
are able to create a pocket park at this location, which would be of great value 
to the neighborhood. The cooling colors would be helpful next to the hot 
asphalt of the roadway only a few feet away. This image would also lend itself to 
active community involvement which was not possible in Phase 1 of the 
project.  The Phase 2 site is a large grassy area that can be fenced off so that 
children as young as Middle School age could help in the painting of the mural. 
 
2. Blue-tailed skinks- Michael Brown is known for his Sea Turtles mural as well as 
his murals in area elementary schools that feature a variety of reptiles. The 
skinks represent his desire to paint animals since they offer naturalistic appeal, 
particularly to children. This theme was inspired by the famous posters created 
for the Eno River Festival by Jenny Nygard in the 1990s: 
http://www.enoriver.org/festival/artlibrary/source/1997promo-frog.htm The 
skinks are particularly suited to the shape of wall.  As Michael Brown says, "Long 
thin things for a long thin wall."  The Blue-Tailed Skinks are a common species in 
Carrboro and are well known to most people. The blue color is particularly 
appealing.  Community participation would be limited to high school age or 
older due to the level of supervison required of assistant artists with this 
image.  An inducement for High School age kids to participate is that they could 
receive credit for Service Learning Hours. 
 
3. Alphabet-  Although the images of the letters are more complex, they could 
still allow for participation by younger children since the image would require 
extensive use of stencils. Much of the work for this image would be done by 
Michael Brown in his studio where he prepares his stencils. Of course the 
alphabet has obvious message appeal to young children.  There is also a more 
general diversity message with different styles and colors used in the letters.  

mailto:abrightcoldday@gmail.com
http://www.enoriver.org/festival/artlibrary/source/1997promo-frog.htm


 
4. Traffic Cartoon- This is a message mural in the style of Saul Steinberg 
http://bit.ly/2cAm69m It offers a community oriented message particularly 
appropriate to the setting where traffic comes off the NC 54 Bypass and turns 
toward urban Carrboro. The mural is amusing and carries high levels of 
abstraction and  story telling. It would be relatively easy to maintain in the event 
of graffiti. A fun mural (unless you happen to be NCDOT). 
 
5. Bicycles- A similar image was created several years ago at the urging of Heidi 
Perov and the Carrboro Bicycle Coalition. The message is very "Carrboro" and 
green.  Support for bikes might also lead to possible funding opportunities for 
the mural. The image offers an interesting mix of pattern and color.  Again, 
public participation would be limited to high school or older. 
Michael Adamson   919-972-8174 
 
 

 Poet Council update- No poet present to report 
 

 Final report from Art Apprenticeship student Samantha Lane-handout 
This summer I was fortunate enough to work with the ArtsCenter and 
JeriLynn 
Schulke again. I had the opportunity to work on a production called 10 by 10 
as an assistant stage manager. I have worked in theatre for over seven years but only 
as an actress or a director. I had never been on the tech side of a production before. 
But as an ASM I got to run the light board, preset props, sit in on rehearsals, and keep 
performers informed throughout the performance. Being an ASM was an incredibly 
valuable experience for me because I am currently at Emerson college as a Theatre 
and Performance BFA with a concentration in directing. As a director and an actor I 
had always had an appreciation for what technicians did but I never properly 
understood it or understood the work that goes behind something as simple as 
changing a sound or light cue. But now that I have that tech perspective I am able to 
be far more understanding and patient as a director and actress. Though I know that I 
don’t enjoy being a technician as much as I do being in a show, I still learned so much 
and had a really nice time working with competent and professional people. 
I was also fortunate enough to work with One Song Productions, an entirely 
high school run production company that I have worked with multiple times the past 
two years. Because I got to know the ArtsCenter stage and space very well I was able 
to assist them in building they’re set, helping them with the light board, and the 
restaging 
of some of their scenes. They would also come to me if they had any 
questions about the space or how to use something within it. It was a lot of fun to work 
with One Song again and their show ended up being incredible. 
The last week or so of my internship I helped JeriLynn 
with a marketing 
project for two ArtsCenter shows. My job was to find schools, organizations, 
professors, etc. who would be interested in the material that’s presented in the 
various shows. I had never done that sort of research before and it taught me a lot 
about the best way to reach out to various people and organizations. I was able to use 

my experiences as a student to bring in new contacts. 
 

http://bit.ly/2cAm69m
tel:919-972-8174


 Update Arts Center-Dan- Handout of new Fall Art School brochure.  
 
 Other business? 

 
 


