
 

Carrboro Arts Committee Minutes 2-8-16 
Time: 6:00pm Location: Century Center Conference Room 1 

 
 
 
 
Type of Meeting: Regular Meeting 
 
Members Present:  Art Menius, Dan Mayer, Christine Abernathy, Rah Trost, Mary Norkus, Will 
McInerney, Beven Ramsey, Jay Parker 

Members Absent:  Jacquelyn Gist, Eve Weber, Dan Cefalo 

Meeting Facilitator: Jay Parker 

Invitees: Heidi Perry 
 
Guest attendee: Pamela Moore 
 
Agenda Items 

 

    Approval January 2016 meeting minutes- Approved 
 
 Heidi Perry- Carrboro Bicycle coalition. 

Presented the coalitions idea for a art bike show. Asked the committee to 
consider making a donation to help fund the program. The committee will 
discuss in more detail after  they discuss the budget in more detail next 
month.  
 
I am with the Carrboro Bicycle Coalition, a bicycle advocacy group in Carrboro. 
We have been asked to curate a bicycle-themed art exhibit at the Carrboro 
Branch Library that will run from June through October. 
 
We are having a planning meeting next week, but I was writing to see if there 
might be a way to apply for some support from the Carrboro Arts Committee. 
We are a group that promotes cycling and safety, and are using the exhibit as a 
launchpad for several community-based and community-building activities. We 
will have a poster contest for the schools and I have had an initial discussion 
with a member of the Carrboro Art Group that made it sound like they would 
like to be involved. I am listing a very preliminary list of our thoughts on 
activities and an estimated budget. We are looking at a total budget of around 
$2000. If the Arts Commission might be able to provide us with $300-$500, that 
support could help us with mounting some of the photos as well as with some of 
the publicity. We are excited about using this event as a tool to educate cyclists 
and motorists about cycling, and also to point out the many benefits of cycling--
to health, to the air and the environment, to reductions in traffic and 
dependency on oil, to economic development, to improving alertness in 
students and to overcoming depression in seniors. If it sounds like a cure-all, it 
practically is! Grant Petersen, author of Just Ride, says, "Think of bicycles as 
rideable art that can just about change the world." 
 
I would be happy to answer any questions you might have, or to come and 



discuss this more at your next meeting. 
 
Thanks for your consideration, 
 
Sincerely, 
Heidi Perry, board member, Carrboro Bicycle Coalition 
 
***************************** 
 
Here are some of the costs associated with the exhibit: 
1000 large cards, designed for the exhibition -approx $200 
Postage- $100 
Evite for eblasts and publicity-$80 
500 flyers- $120 
Exhibition installation by a professional installer-$150-$200 
Exhibition costs- photography - mounted- 
Art competition entries - mounted- labels, educational wall signage- $1000 
Reception $100 
Workshop materials -$100-300 
Honorarium to workshop facilitator $150 
 
Preliminary elements: 
EXHIBIT: 
Photos of cyclists and cycling, and by cyclists while cycling 
 
  *   Include mostly photos, also original art, posters from school or community 
poster contest 
  *   Interested in participating so far: Alicia Stemper, Peter White, ReCYCLEry, 
Triangle Bikeworks. Will contact Tarwheels for any photographers they might 
have. Nerys will help us reach out as well. 
ASSOCIATED ELEMENTS: 
 
  *   Opening reception – get an idea of what to expect from Nerys 
(include bike blender smoothies!) 
  *   Bike Portrait project –ReCYCLEry has an ongoing bicycle portrait project. 
Some of their portraits will be mounted and hung, The portrait project will be 
set up and operated one weekend for bike owners who want to be 
photographed with their bikes; may offer prints to those who participate? (I 
believe these could be given for a donation) 
  *   Poster contest –either through the schools, the ArtsCenter, or 
independently, and announced at Open Streets. Perhaps 3 age groups? Prizes 
for best entries. Perhaps get some bikes donated so we will have bikes to give 
away 
Possible themes: 
  *   illustrate a way that bicycles improve our world 
  *   illustrate a bike law 
  *   illustrate yourself on a bike 
  *    Bike Rodeo one weekend day at McDougle parking lot 
  *   Story Hour at the library: bike-related story hour (Curious George rides a 
Bike, Bicycle Rider, the story of Marshall "Major" Taylor famous minority cyclist, 
or Tillie the Terrible Swede 
  *   Summer book club middle school: Biography of Marshall Taylor or Shift 



  *   Adult book club: bike-themed novel such as The Adventure of the Priory 
School or The Adventure of the Solitary Cyclist by Arthur Conan Doyle?Others? 
  *   Decorated bike wheels, either using real wheels, or using items made from 
pvc piping (done by artists from Carrboro Art Group and interested citizens) 
hung on the telephone poles through town? 
  *   Possible bike scupture like one of these 
<https://www.google.com/search?q=art+project+with+bicycle+wheels&tbm=isc
h&imgil=06aUC9lpiEAXhM%253A%253BUuH5VA2WfMrb6M%253Bhttp%25253
A%25252F%25252Fherviewfromhome.com%25252Fbike-wheels-as-art-for-less-
than-
25%25252F&source=iu&pf=m&fir=06aUC9lpiEAXhM%253A%252CUuH5VA2Wf
Mrb6M%252C_&biw=1497&bih=771&ved=0ahUKEwjhnvu2hbLKAhUKTCYKHZm
PAZkQyjcIQQ&ei=aSmcVqHGAYqYmQGZn4bICQ#imgrc=_> 
  *   Have a community night to discuss "why we ride". Include several of types 
of riders: riders for health, riders for camaraderie, riders for transportation, 
riders for fun, family of riders, riders for charities, etc. Maybe 6 speakers, 
including someone from Tarwheels, someone like any of us who ride for 
transportation, one of the Karen cyclists from Triangle Bikeworks who did the 
summer touring trip through Gullah country, etc. 
  *   Kidical Mass (in Oct.) 
 
 
 

 Poets Council application-Gideon Young-Approved 
 

 Poet Laurate- Stipend level of $1000 approved per year. Rah will check 
with Poets Council for their opinion. 

 
 Poet Council update- 

 

Notes provided by Celisa Steele from Poets Council. 

 Carrboro Poets Council 
Notes from the Meeting on Monday, February 2, 2016, at Susan Spalt’s Home 

Present: Celisa Steele, Jay Bryan, Susan Spalt, and Gideon Young (prospective member). Absent: 
Abigail Browning and Maura High. 

Carrboro Poet Laureate 
Celisa e-mailed the others the official public service announcement about the search for new poet 
laureate prior to the meeting and encouraged the others to help spread the word and consider 
applying themselves or nominating someone else. Celisa noted that she asked Rah Trost if the 
announcement could be posed on the Town of Carrboro’s Web site, for easy linking on Facebook, 
Twitter, etc. [Update from after the meeting: Celisa forwarded the URL where the announcement 
lives on the Town of Carrboro’s Web site on 2.5.16.] 
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Prospective Member 
Gideon submitted his application to be appointed to the Carrboro Poets Council to Rah, who 
indicated the Arts Committee will vote on this application at their February 8 meeting. 

Carrboro Day: May 1, 2016 
Celisa shared that Karen Kessler has said she needs a submission about poetry at Carrboro Day for 
the West End Poetry Festival newsletter by mid February. Celisa agreed to write something. 

Celisa also noted that the January Carrboro Day planning notes Angela Romatzick, the program 
coordinator for Carrboro Day, shared mentioned she is down to provide poet bios for the Carrboro 
Day Web site. The group discussed and agreed that Celisa can provide bios for the Carrboro Poets 
Council, as organizers and participants, to give the group some exposure (and increase the 
chances down the line of successful recruitment of new members) and then general information 
about the structure of the poetry for the Web site. 

Gideon, Jay, Susan, and Celisa will all be in town and able to attend Carrboro Day on May 1. We 
need to find out if Abigail and Maura will be there. [Update from after the meeting: Maura will be 
at Carrboro Day.] 

Celisa and Maura will both be out of town and cannot attend the second Carrboro Day planning 
meeting next Wednesday, February 10, at 5:30 pm. Susan said she would see if she can attend on 
our behalf. [Update from after the meeting: Susan confirmed she can attend, and Celisa e-mailed 
Angela Romatzick, the program coordinator for Carrboro Day, and Rah and copied Susan on 
2.5.16.] 

We need answers to the following questions to help us prepare for Carrboro Day 

o The number of bands (so we know how many poets to get to come read before) 
o The schedule of the bands (so we know when to get those poets there to read) 
o The schedule for the board room (i.e., when we can have the open reading in the round in 

there; last year it was 2:30-4:30, with one break in the middle) 
o Any deadlines for what the Carrboro Day planners need from us (e.g., information for the 

Web site) 
The remaining Carrboro Day planning meetings are scheduled for March 9, April 13, and April 27. 

West End Poetry Festival: October 14-15, 2016 
The group agreed on poetry and healing as the theme to use for the call for poets. Celisa will 
create a new call for poets, based on last year’s, and circulate it for comment via e-mail. We would 
like to finalize that call as soon as possible. 

As shared via e-mail, Michael McFee said yes to reading Saturday night and doing a session earlier 
in the day; we offered him a $1,000 honorarium. He is thinking about what he wants to do with his 
earlier-in-the-day session. Celisa will forward him the call for poets once it’s ready, in case he 
wants to focus the earlier session on that theme. 

We talked about potential out-of-town poets to invite to open the day Saturday, similar to how 
we structured the schedule with Reginald Dwayne Betts last year. Gideon is going to reach out to 
Allison Hedge Coke, based on some past information/e-mails Celisa will send him. If Allison is a no, 
we also mentioned Tara Betts and Allison Joseph as potential other invitees. 



As shared via e-mail, Flyleaf Books is happy to host us again on Friday night. Celisa let the 
ArtsCenter know thanks but no on the West End Theater for this year—though we may be back in 
the future. 

Celisa heard from Rah that we should hear about our budget in May, when the Board of Aldermen 
usually approves the budget for the next fiscal year. 

There are a number of items related to the festival that we did not deal with at this meeting. We 
should discuss them at upcoming meetings: 

o Working on a community poem 
o Exhibitors 
o Sponsors 
o Promotion 
o Use of the video captured at the 2015 festival 
o Other poets to invite 

o Names that have been mentioned: Kevin Boyle, Deborah Pope, Nancy Dew Taylor, 
Janice Moore Fuller, Jeffrey Beam, John Balaban, and Ansel Elkins (f we want to 
continue the tradition of inviting the final Saturday reader from the previous year 
to read at the current year’s festival on Friday night) 

o Will there be a visiting poet at UNC in the fall? Who? 
o Visiting poet at NCSU in the fall? Who? 

Closing Poem 
Gideon shared “Muted Music” by Robert Penn Warren. 

Next Meeting Date 
The group agreed to next meet on Tuesday, March 1, at 5:15 at Susan’s (300 James Street). If 
March 1 doesn’t work for Abigail and Maura, Monday, February 29, and Wednesday, March 2 are 
alternatives. That timing allows us to meet after Maura is back in the country (she’s gone February 
7 to February 20) and before Susan leaves for Seattle (she’s gone March 3 to April 3). 

[Update from after the meeting: Let’s continue to try to incorporate poems into our meetings. To 
that end, Susan will offer a poem (her own or by someone else) at the beginning of the next 
meeting, and Jay will offer a poem (his own or by someone else) at the end of the meeting.] 

 
 
 Chair and Vice chair nominations. 

 Beven Ramsey nominated for Chair and Mary Norkus nominated as Vice 
Chair. Both approved by committee for 1 year terms. 

 
 Art Apprenticeship application-review-comments received and changes 

will be made to the application. 
 

 Art and Venue Making February 19th   
Jap Parker and Beven Ramsey will attend the event. 
 

 Social Media presence 
Art Menius volunteered to work on social media and getting the word out 



to the community about the opportunities for cultural arts in Carrboro. 
 
 Curator for Town Hall gallery – update 

Heather Gerni contracted to curate the Town Hall gallery show for a 
period of one year. Payment is $1000 for her services. The show will start 
on May 1, 2016 

 
 Update Arts Center-Dan 

All going well. Short briefing due to time constraint. 
 
 Other business?- None 

 
 
 
Meeting adjourned: 7:20 pm 
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